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The recent report in Oral Oncology of nodular fasciitis [l] neck have been reported either as single cases or as series [ 12, 
raises the profile of this unusual pathology which has been 131. Oral fasciitis is infrequently compared to other head and 
repeatedly misdiagnosed as a malignant neoplasm with neck sites, but there are several reports in the literature, some 
disastrous consequences for the patients involved [Z-4]. of which are listed in Table 1 [14-321. Rarely fasciitis can 
However, fasciitis in the head and neck region is not as rare as induce hard tissue destruction with alveolar bone or tooth 
the authors suggest. Differences in nomenclature exist and resorption in the mouth [18, 24-261. Perioral cases, for 
nodular fasciitis, proliferative fasciitis, periosteal fasciitis, example involving either the lower border of the mandible or 
cranial fasciitis, intravascular fasciitis and proliferative parotid gland have been reported in many instances [ 13,20,27, 
myositis are believed to represent the same, reactive, pseudo- 33-391. Fasciitis can involve any extracranial head and neck 
sarcomatous pathological process [5-lo]. In a literature review soft tissue, either superficial or deep, and all head and neck 
of fasciitis 17<‘, of cases (254 cases) were located to the head clinicians and pathologists should be aware of this important 
and neck [Ill. Many other examples of fasciitis in the head and diagnosis if appropriate management is to be implemented. 

Table 1. The anatomical location, patient age in years and patient sex for some cases of oral fasciitis 
reported in the literature 

Reference Location 
Age 

(years) Sex 

Smith, 1967 [14] 
Lumerman et al., 1972 [15] 
Solomon et al., 1974 [16] 
Larsson and Svartz, 1976 [17] 
Sato et al., 1981 [18] 
Freedman and Lumerman, 1986 [ 191 

Werning, 1979 [20] 

Miller et al., 1975 [21] 
Robertson et al., 1986 [22] 
Davies et al., 1989 (231 
Rakower, 1971 [24] 
Mostofi et al., 1987 [25] 
Rahn and Schneider, 1988 [26] 
Takagi et al., 1978 [27] 

Kawana et al., 1986 [28] 
Kahn et al., 1987 [29] 
Bodner and Dayan, 1991 [30] 

Buccal 42 
Buccal 31 
Buccal 47 
Buccal 25 
Mucobuccal fold, 24-27 region 31 
Mucobuccal fold, 46 region 19 
Buccal 53 
Buccal NS 
Buccal NS 
Buccal NS 
Tongue NS 
Mental foramen region NS 
Left mental foramen region 4 
Anterior mandible 9 
Left parasymphysis 15 
Alveolus 13 48 
Alveolus, 37 region 46 
Alveolus, 42-44 region 27 
Palate 46 
Tongue 34 
Upper lip 42 
Lower lip 20 
Upper lip 20 

M 
F 
M 
F 
M 
M 
M 

NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
F 
M 
M 
F 
M 

M = male; F = female; NS = not stated. 

Correspondence to A. Mighell at Leeds Dental Institute, Clarendon 
Way, Leeds LS2 9LU, U.K. 
Received 5 Sep. 1994; accepted 19 Sep. 1994. 

207 



208 A. Mighell 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

Badia DM, Rossi L, Sorci AR, Riminucci M. Oral nodular 
fasciiris: a case report. Oral Oncol, Eur J Cancer 1994, 30B, 
221-222. 
Dahl I, Angervall L. Pseudosarcomatous lesions of the soft tissues 
reported as sarcoma during a 6-year period (1958-1963). Acta 
Pathol Microbial Stand 1977, 85A, 917-930. 
Montgomery EA, Meis JM. Nodular fasciitis. Its morphological 
spectrum and immunohistochemical profile. Am J Surg Pathol 
1991, 15, 942-948. 
Meis JM, Enzinger FM. Proliferative fasciitis and myositis of 
childhood. Am J Surg Pathol 1992, 16, 364-372. 
Konwaler BE, Keasby L, Kaplan L. Subcutaneous pseudosarco- 
matous fibromatosis (fasciitis). Am J Clirz Parhol 1955, 25, 
121-135. 
Allen PW. Nodular fasciitis. Pazhology 1972, 4, 9-26. 
Chung EB, Enzinger FM. Proliferative fasciitis. Cancer 1975,36, 
1450-1458. 
Meister I’, Konrad EA, Buckman FW. Nodular fasciitis and 
proliferative myositis as variants of one disease entity. I?rvest Cell 
Pathol 1979,2, 277-281. 
Lauer DH, Enzinger FM. Cranial fasciitis of childhood. Cancer 
1980,45, 401-406. 
Patechefsky AS, Enzinger FM. Intravascular fasciitis: a report of 
17 cases. AwzJ Surg Pathol 1981, 5, 29-36. 
Majumdar B. Spontaneously regressing nodular fasciitis of the 
neck. J Laryngol Otol 1983, 97, 973-977. 
Dinardo LJ, Wetmore RF, Potsic WI’. Nodular fasciitis of the 
head and neck in children-a deceptive lesion. Arch Otolaryngol 
Head Neck Szlrg 1991, 117, 1001-1002. 
Dahl I, Jarlstedt J. Nodular fasciitis in the head and neck: a 
clinicopathological study of 18 cases. Acta Otolaryngol (Stock- 
holm) 1980, 90, 152-159. 
Smith JF. Nodular fasciitis of the buccal pad. Arch Otolaryngol 
1967,86, 217-218. 
Lumerman H, Bodner B, Zambito R. Intraoral (submucosal) 
pseudosarcomatous nodular fasciitis. Report of a case. Oral Swg 
Oral Med Oral Pathol 1972, 34, 239-244. 
Solomon MI’, Rosen Y, Delman A. Intraoral submucosal 
pseudosarcomatous fibromatous. Oral Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol 
1974, 38, 264-269. 
Larsson A, Svartz K. Nodular fasciitis of the oral cavity. Inr J 
Oral Surg 1976, 5, 122-127. 
Sato M, Yanagawa T, Yoshida H, Yura Y, Shirasuna K, Miyazaki 
T. Submucosal nodular fasciitis arising from the buccal area. 
Report of a case. Int J Oral Surg 1981, 10, 210-213. 
Freedman I’, Lumerman H. Intravascular fasciitis. Report of 2 
cases and review of the literature. Oral Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol 
1986,62, 549-554. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

Werning JT. Nodular fasciitis of the orofacial region. Oral Surg 
Oral Med Oral Pathol 1979, 48, 441-446. 
Miller R, Cheris L, Stratigos GT. Nodular fasciitis. Oral Surg 
Oral Med Oral Pathol 1975, 40, 399-403. 
Robertson B, Roche WC, Shabb B. Nodular fasciitis: a case 
report. J Oral Maxillofac Surg 1986, 44, 236-239. 
Davies HT, Bradly N, Bowerman J. Oral nodular fasciitis. Br J 
Oral Maxillojac Surg 1989, 27, 147-151. 
Rakower W. Fasciitis, an unusual diagnosis, and the clinicians 
dilemma: report of a case. J Oral Surg 1971, 29, 503-506. 
Mostofi RS, Soltani K, Beste L, Polak E, Benca I’. Intraoral 
periosteal nodular fasciitis. Int J Oral Maxillojac Surg 1987, 16, 
505-509. 
Rahn R, Schneider M. Periosteal fasciitis in the jaw area. Deutsche 
Zeit Mund-, Kiefer-, Gesichts-Chirugie 1988, 12, 195-200. 
Takagi M, Sakota Y, Ishikawa G. Nodular fasciitis of the oral 
region. J Stoma& Sot Jpn 1978, 45, 637-644. 
Kawana T, Yamanoto H, Deguchi A, Oikawa T, Izumi H. 
Nodular fasciitis of the upper labial fascia: cytometric and 
ultrastructural studies. IntJ Maxillojac Surg 1986, 15, 464-468. 
Kahn RA, Weathers DR, Johnson DM. Intravascular fasciitis: a 
case report of an intraoral location. J Oral Pathol 1987, 16, 
303-306. 
Bodner L, Dayan D. Nodular fasciitis of the oral mucosa: light 
and electron microscopy study. Head Neck 1991, 13, 434-438. 
Abulafia J, Jaimovich L, Berdichesky R. Nodular fasciitis of the 
lip. Int J Dermatol 1970, 9, 28-32. 
Zimmermann M, Winter WA, Wiesinger H. Oral submucosal 
pseudosarcomatous nodular fasciitis. Case report. Deutsche Zeit 
Mund-, Kiefer-, Gesichts-Chirugie 1989, 13, 382-385. 
Chen KT, Bauer V. Nodular fasciitis presenting as parotid tumor. 
AmJ Otolaryngol 1987, 8, 179-181. 
Fischer JR, Abdul Karim FW, Robinson RA. Intraparotid 
nodular fasciitis. Arch Pathol Lab Med 1989, 113, 1276-1278. 
Lando M, Abemayor E, Mendoza V. Pathological quiz case l- 
nodular fasciitis of the parotid gland. Arch Otolaryngol Head Neck 
surg 1991,117,33&338. 
Henny FA, Catone GA, Walker RV, Epker BN. Pseudosarcoma- 
tous fasciitis. Report of 3 cases. J Oral Surg 1969, 27, 196-200. 
Kudou I, Tankaka H, Hori H, et al. A case report of nodular 
fasciitis at the inferior part of the mandibular angle. Nihon Univ 
Dent J 1981, 55, 177-182. 
Takano N, Nakano Y, Hanawa S, et al. A case of nodular fasciitis 
in the submandibular region of a child. JpnJ Oral Maxillofac Surg 
1984, 30, 686-690. 
Mighell AJ, High AS, Stassen LFA. Periosteal fasciitis of the 
mandible. Head Neck 1994, 16, 282-286. 


